
Silver Anniversary for PAL Night at the Phillies
Last PAL Night at the Vet raises a record $48,000; TV/Newspaper team takes softball title.

On August 13, over 300 PAL
youngsters, officers, staff and sup-
porters turned out to celebrate the
25th anniversary of PAL Night at the
Phillies, and the very last PAL Night
to be held at Veterans Stadium.  This
year’s event attracted a record six
sponsors, including Philadelphia
Area Dodge Dealers as the first-
ever Presenting Sponsor, along with
The Ana Maria and H. Chase
Lenfest Foundation, the National
Electrical Contractors Associa-
tion, The Tele-Response Center,
Inc., The Home Depot and Sover-
eign Bank.  With more than 30
participants in the celebrity softball
game, and more than $48,000 raised,
2003 will go down as the most
successful year in the event’s long
history.  From humble beginnings 25
years ago, PAL Night at the Phillies
has evolved to become one of the
Police Athletic League’s most impor-
tant annual fundraising events.

The highlight of 2003 PAL Night
at the Phillies remained the same as it
was back in 1978: the Media All-
Stars Celebrity Softball Game.  The
annual pre-Phillies game softball
contest pits some of Philadelphia’s
most prominent television and news-
paper personalities against their radio
counterparts in an epic battle for
softball supremacy.  This year, more
players turned out than ever before,
with both sides boasting well over a
dozen players.

While many players participated,

in the end only one team seemed to
show up as the Television/Newspaper
team whipped the Radio gang by a
final score of 12 – 0, increasing their
overall series lead to 13 wins, 10
losses and 2 ties.  Comcast
SportsNet’s Mike Rodgers, a PAL
game rookie, had a home run, triple
and four RBI for the winning side and
was named the game’s MVP.  Radio
team pitcher and KYW Newsradio
General Manager Roy Shapiro was
roughed up after having won back-to-

back MVP Awards in the previous
two PAL Night contests.  Playing on
opposing teams were the husband
and wife duo of Tom McGinnis,
radio voice of the 76ers, and Robin
Rieger, anchor at CBS3 and
UPN57.  McGinnis and Rieger first
met several years ago at a PAL Night
at the Phillies softball game and
wanted to be sure to return for the
last game at the Vet.

“For the past 25 years, our PAL
Nights at the Phillies have been made
possible with the support of so many
people,” said Lew Klein, longtime
PAL Board Member and creator of
the annual event.  “We owe a debt of
gratitude to all the radio, TV and
newspaper celebrities and generous
sponsors who have supported us
through the years.  Above all, we are
especially grateful to the Phillies, the
finest organization in Major League
Baseball,” he said.

In the 25th annual PAL Night at the Phillies celebrity game, the TV/Newspaper
squad (pictured) trounced the Radio team, 12 - 0.
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Officer’s Arena

I began my career with the
Philadelphia Police Department on
April 24, 1984 and fulfilled a child-
hood dream of becoming a Police
Officer.  Immediately after graduating
from the Police Academy I was
assigned to the 35th Police District,
one of the toughest in the city, where I
spent the next 16 years working in
various assignments.

In April of 2000, I was trans-
ferred to the Police Department’s
Public Affairs Unit where I could
better utilize my B.A. from La Salle
and  growing computer and web
publishing skills. While there,  I had
several opportunities to attend PAL
functions and was immediately im-
pressed with the organization, its
scope, and the caliber of the people
who worked there.  My appreciation
continued to grow as I learned more
about PAL during my development of
the organization’s first web site.

 I became a member of the PAL
team in 2002 and set to work in a
variety of tasks which  centered
around computers and the Internet.

At present, I am charged with
maintaining both the Police Department
and PAL web sites, setting up PAL
center computer labs, repairing com-
puters, and providing technical support
to each of our 24 centers and support
staff.  Armed with my newfound
insights into PAL and its operation,
I’ve begun to explore a plan for
revising the PAL web site that will
better showcase PAL activities and
how people can become involved in
helping aid the children of Philadelphia.

I have really enjoyed my brief
time at PAL and have found it to be
one of the most fulfilling assignments
I’ve had in my 19-year career.

by P/O Dave Yarnell
IT Support & Development

Summer Sports Spotlight...

A PAL youngster takes flight during the PAL Citywide Track and Field Championships.
The finals were held at Temple University on June 5.  PAL kids ages 10-18 competed in
events such as the 100 and 200 meter sprint, javelin and long jump.  Over 14 PAL
centers compete in the track and field program.

The PAL Keystone Mercy Health Plan Citywide Baseball Championships were held in
Fairmount Park in late July.  Gibbons PAL (pictured) took home the 12-under Blue
Division title by defeating Rivera PAL, 9 - 3.  In the Gold Division, Haddington PAL
beat Wissinoming PAL in extra innings, 11 -7.  In the boys 14 - under division, Paley
PAL defeated Gibbons PAL by a final score of 7 - 3.

National Champions!  Both the Police Athletic League of Philadelphia Girls 18-under
and Boys 14-under all-star teams won their respective championships at the National
PAL Basketball Tournament in Cocoa Beach, Fl. in June.


